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“Derivative” is the name given to the limit we built in the previous section:
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This is more correctly denoted as:
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where the prime marker on the function name indicates it is the derivative of the function.

The alternate form, based directly on the difference quotient, is:
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Essentially, a difference quotient is always:

	the change in the vertical direction

	the change in the horizontal direction


regardless of the labels used in place of x and y for the axes.
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