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Events and Stages

An event can be:

Ordering a pizza

Buying an ice cream cone

Making a license plate

Assigning a telephone number

Each event is broken down into stages.

For each stage, there is a choice, selection, or decision to be made.

An event can be the same stage repeated over and over, or each stage can be different.

The Fundamental Counting Principle

Each stage of an event can happen in it’s own number of ways.

The total number of ways an event can occur is the product of the number of ways each stage can occur.

Repetition

If you are repeating the same choice several times, you may want each choice to be different. In other words, once you’ve made a choice the first time, you don’t want to have that one in the selection the next time. So, the second time you make a choice, you have one less to choose from.

Replacement

Essentially the same as repetition. Once you’ve made a selection, do you make note of it and then return it to the pool?


