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Outliers

An outlier is an unusually large or small data value – one that is noticeably far from the center. If there are any outliers, there a relatively few of them (otherwise, they would not be unusual). There is often a noticeable gap between the outliers and the cluster of the remaining values.

The Five-Number Summary and Box Plots

The five-number summary consists of:

1. The minimum value

2. The first quartile

3. The median

4. The third quartile

5. The maximum value

A box plot is constructed as follows:

1. Plot the five values on a number line.

2. Above the number line, draw a box that stretches from the first quartile to the third quartile.

3. Draw a vertical line inside the box at the point of the median.

4. Draw a horizontal line extending from the middle of the left side of the box to the minimum.

5. Draw a horizontal line extending from the middle of the right side of the box to the maximum.

