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A preference ballot is one in which a voter lists all candidates in order of preference.

List the 3 colors Red, Green, and Blue in order from most favorite to least favorite.

Generally, ties are not allowed. That means you cannot list two or more as having an equal preference. This is called a linear ballot. 

A preference schedule is a method of summarizing the ballots. In large populations, more than one person will have the same order of preference.

In our color vote, there are a total of six possible ways a preference can be expressed.

	1st Choice
	Red
	Red
	Blue
	Blue
	Green
	Green

	2nd Choice
	Green
	Blue
	Red
	Green
	Blue
	Red

	3rd Choice
	Blue
	Green
	Green
	Red
	Red
	Blue

	Number of Votes
	
	
	
	
	
	


Transitivity

If a voter likes blue more than green, and green more than red, then it follows that the voter likes blue more than red. Blue is the most favorite over both green and red.

Elimination of Candidates

Removing a candidate from a list does not change the order of the list. Therefore, the order of preference remains intact.


